ïṠṡNew York. March 25. 1846


Dear Mary Ann
                        Thank you for your noble letter!
I got it Sunday morn, [and] should have answered it 
before, but I have been ill, [and] though I am      
better, I still cannot [sic] venture out in this equi-
noxial storm.  The consequence is, I shall not 
get away quite so soon as I had hoped.
I have not yet met Mr. King.  I expect him
here to=morrow [sic] or next day with Ally who
Is to accompany me to B. F.  I shall leave
Saturday if possible, but perhaps not till Mon-
day.
        My lectures in one sense, were very suc-
cessful, that is, they produced a deep impres-
sion, [and] were each received with enthusiasm.
But peculiarly the result will not be what
I expected.  I shall hardly realize over one
hundred dollars, instead of two.  This is owing 
to the great expense of hall [and] advertising.
The audience doubled on the second night, [and] shrunk
a little after that.  It was owing partly to the inert-
ness of very enthusiastic friends about noticing 
in the newspapers.  The associationists (Foster ex-
cepted) did in fact both,.  Godwin wrote one or 
two moderate notices in his own paper.  But
it will be a fine opening, I think, for another time.
More of this when I get home.
        What you tell me of the spirit of the 
Brook=farmers, of [------] [and] of the tendency of af-
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fairs toward a settlement is highly cheering.
I think Charles cannot [sic] be so far from [strikethrough] [---] [/strikethrough] good
view as you imagine, by what he wrote me.
So you have had a Wedd = Festival [and] I not 
there to rejoice with you all.  That was shame=
ful.  I had a letter from Charles on the morn-
ing of the day of the party, confessing the whole
matter, [and] regretting my absence.  [strikethrough] The [/strikethrough] I was
I was taken wholly by surprise.  Though I can see
no good in the secrecy, with what the mar-
riage was accomplished, yet I am glad it 
has taken place [and] wish you to offer
kind congratulations [and] assurances of friendship
[and] respect to the parties.  I should have written 
to Charles and Eunice immediately, but was
then over head [and] ears in the lecture busi-
ness [and] since then sick.  I hope to hear a-
bout the party.
        Mr. Kay writes: âIn regard to making up 
my proportionate share of your loss, I need scarce-
ly state my entire willingness provided that it 
should be deemed wisest.  Securing interest 
in the business will have no weight with me. xx
xx âI doubt my ability to contribute additionally.â
        The storm prevents everything to=day.  Tomorrow,
If I am well, I shall see Mr. Sp[----] [and] try
to put the subscription in train.  Something, not
much, doubtless can be realized.  I must also 
try to go to Brooklyn again.  Tell Mr. Kl[--] -
s[----] that Mr. Hicks promised to look up some
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seeds for him.  I shall go there if I get time.
I met Mr. Ryckman yesterday - just returned 
from his tour - he looks reasonably well - 
is all absorbed in the Material Reform business
[and] expects some permanent agency.   He inquired 
with warm interest after all Brook=Farmers.
        I have had a wonderfully fine time 
socially.  Wm. Story[and] a party of friends from
Boston have been here some days.  We all  
met with Cr[--]ch [and] his wife at Mrs Childâs
on Sunday evening.  Mrs Câs enthusiasm about
my lectures is unbounded.  she presented me a
beautiful bouquet at the close of the last, 
[and] says they have given her the only fresh
feeling of interest since Ole Bull.  On the sub-
ject of that gentleman we frankly differ
but she tolerates my heresy.
Thank Mrs. Ripley for her very kind 
[and] agreeable letter.  Give my love to Mother
[and]  Father, Fanny, Frank [and] all - also remind
Fanny McDaniel of her promise to write, though
I know she is perplexed [and]  preoccupied against
 her will. Tell Charles [and] Archer that the last 
Harbinger is capital.
        I do not despair yet of bringing Mr.
Kay on with me [and] have to=day written him
an urgent appeal on that point.  So if there
is to be a meeting of the creditors [and] c, it would
Be well perhaps to wait for him.
                        Yours affectionately,
                                J. S. D. 
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        Miss Mary Ann Dwight.
                Brook Farm.
                West Roxbury.
                        Mass.
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        The Atkinsons have bought a farm in the neigh.
borhood of the N. American Phalanx.   Sarah is still 
Here.  Give my warmest remembrances to the 
âNightingaleâ, if you see her.  The good people
Here will be sadly disappointed not to see
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Cha[-----]